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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. On page 12 of the specification, Applicant has 
provided evidence that Applicant intends the carrier to include signal-bearing media. As 
such, the claim is drawn to a form of energy. Energy is not one of the four categories of 
invention and therefore these claims are not statutory. Energy is not a series of steps or 
acts and thus is not a process. Energy is not a physical article or object and as such is 
not a machine or manufacture. Energy is not combination of substances and therefore 
not a composition of matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

• (e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
, of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1, 15-16, 20, 24, 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1). 
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As per claim 1 , Jus discloses a method of monitoring network connectivity between a 
home network device and a network, comprising: 

detennining status of a network connection on a physical data link between said home 
network device and said network (Jus teaches appliances and devices in the home 
connected via a MaGIC data link, a high-speed network connection for communication 
of digital audio data between devices. A network status module is provided at the 
device to provide indication of the status of the network connection to the device; 
paragraphs [0028, 0031 ,041 5, 0423]); 

generating a visual indicator at said home network device indicative of said status of 
said network connection (Jus teaches an LED at the networked device to show the 
status of the network connection. A blue LED is activated if the network connection is 
active. If the connection is inactive, the LED is not activated. If the network is active, 
but the connection is incorrect, the LED will blink; paragraphs [0423, 0425]). 

As per claim 15, Jus discloses the method of claim 1, wherein said home network 
device includes at least one light-emitting diode (LED), and wherein said step of 
generating comprises: 

configuring said at least one LED to display said visual indicator (Jus teaches an LED at 
the networked device to show the status of the network connection. A blue LED is 
activated if the network connection is active. If the connection is inactive, the LED is not 
activated. If the network is active, but the connection is incorrect, the LED will blink; 
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paragraphs [0423. 0425]). 

As per claim 16, Jus discloses the method of claim 15, wherein said visual indicator is 
defined by at least one of a color configuration of said at least one LED and a frequency 
of light emission of said at least one LED (Jus teaches an LED at the networked device 
to show the status of the network connection. A blue LED is activated if the network 
connection is active. If the connection is inactive, the LED is not activated. If the 
network is active, but the connection is incorrect, the LED will blink; paragraphs [0423, 
0425]). 

As per claim 20, Jus discloses a home network device, comprising: 
an interface for communicating with a network over a physical data link (Jus teaches 
having physical interface, data link interface, other possible physical interfaces include 
high-speed multi-jink optical interface, wireless interface based on Ethernet physical 
layer (paragraphs [0073-0074, 0077]); 

a processor for determining status of a network connection on said physical data link 
(Jus teaches appliances and devices in the home connected via a MaGIC data link, a 
high-speed network connection for communication of digital audio data between 
devices. A network status module is provided at the device to provide indication of the 
status of the network connection to the device; paragraphs [0028, 0031,0415, 0423]); 
display circuitry for displaying a visual indicator indicative of said status of said network 
connection (Jus teaches an LED at the networked device to show the status of the 
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network connection. A blue LED is activated if the network connection is active. If the 
connection is inactive, the LED is not activated. If the network is active, but the 
connection is incorrect, the LED will blink; paragraphs [0423, 0425]). 

As per claim 24, Jus discloses the home network device of claim 20, wherein said 
display circuitry comprises at least one light emitting diode (LED) configured to display 
said visual indicator (Jus teaches an LED at the networked device to show the status of 
the network connection. A blue LED is activated if the network connection is active. If 
the connection is inactive, the LED is not activated. If the network is active, but the 
connection is incorrect, the LED will blink; paragraphs [0423, 0425]). 

As per claim 26, Jus discloses a computer readable carrier including prograni 
instructions that instruct a computer to perfomri a method of: 

determining status of a network connection on a physical data link between said home 
network device and said network (Jus teaches appliances and devices In the home 
connected via a MaGIC data link, a high-speed network connection for communication 
of digital audio data between devices. A network status module is provided at the 
device to provide indication of the status of the network connection to the device; 
paragraphs [0028, 0031,0415, 0423]); and 

generating a visual indicator at said home network device indicative of said status of 
said network connection (Jus teaches an LED at the networked device to show the 
status of the network connection. A blue LED is activated if the network connection is 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/698, 1 86 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2157 

active. If the connection is inactive, the LED is not activated. If the network is active, 
but the connection is incorrect, the LED will blink; paragraphs [0423, 0425]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2-4, 14, 21-23, 28-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 
A1) in view of Pitsoulakis (hereinafter "Pit", US Patent Publication 2003/0035471 A1). 

As per claim 2, Jus discloses the method of claim 1. Jus does not explicitly disclose 
wherein at least a portion of said network is a wide area network, and wherein said 
home network device is an access point to said wide area network for a local area 
network disposed in a small office/home office (SOHO) environment. 
However, in an analogous art, Pit discloses an access device in a home network 
providing Internet access to multiple users simultaneously. For small office networks, 
the access device provides multiple LAN options with multiple interfaces. For home 
office or telecommunicating, the access device provides VPN, separate fax and voice 
lines and bring PBX functions (paragraphs [0031-0032, 0038-0039, 0084]). 
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Therefore, one of ordinary sl<ill in tlie art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Pit's at least a portion of said 
network is a wide area network, and wherein said home network device is an access 
point to said wide area network for a local area network disposed in a small office/home 
ofTice (SOHO) environment in Jus's method in order to provide Internet access to 
multiple users simultaneously over a single telephone line while retaining the benefit of 
bringing voice service to the home on the same telephone line as the Internet services 
(see Pit, paragraph [0038]). 

As per claim 3, Jus does not explicitly disclose the method of claim 2, wherein said wide 
area network is in communication with the Internet. 

However, the use and advantages of a wide area network in communication with the 
Internet is well-known to one of ordinary skill in the art as evidenced by Pit (paragraphs 
[0031,0038.0043,0057]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Pit's wide area network in 
communication with the Internet in Jus's method providing remote access to Internet 
appliances (See Pit, paragraph [0057]). 

As per claim 4, Jus does not explicitly disclose the method of claim 2, wherein said 
network connection facilitates communication between said home network device and a 
host on said wide area network. 
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However, the use and advantages of facilitating communication between said home 
network device and a host on said wide area network is well-known to one of ordinary 
skill in the art as evidenced by Pit (paragraphs [0038-0039, 0083-0084]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would 
have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Pit's network connection facilitates 
communication between said home network device and a host on said wide area 
network in Jus's method enabling the user to connect to a website for Internet services 
(See Pit, paragraph [0083]). 

As per claim 14, Jus, in view of Pit, discloses the method of claim 2. 
Jus further discloses further comprising: 

determining status of a local network connection on a local physical data link between 
said home network device and said local area network (Jus teaches appliances and 
devices in the home connected via a MaGIC data link, a high-speed network connection 
for communication of digital audio data between devices. The MaGIC system is actually 
a local area network. A network status module is provided at the device (CED) to 
provide indication of the status of the network connection to the device; paragraphs 
[0028. 0031 ,0405, 041 0, 041 5, 0423]); and 

generating another visual indicator at said home network device indicative of said status 
of said local network connection (Jus teaches an LED at the networked device to show 
the status of the network connection. A blue LED is activated if the network connection 
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is active. If tlie connection is inactive, tfie LED is not activated. If the network is active, 
but the connection is incorrect, the LED will blink; paragraphs [0423, 0425]). 

As per claim 21, Jus discloses the home network device of claim 20. 
Jus does not explicitly disclose wherein at least a portion of said network is a wide area 
network, and wherein said home network device is an access point to said wide area 
network for a local area network disposed In a small office/home office (SOHO) 
environment, and wherein said interface comprises: 

a wide area network interface for communicating with said wide area network; and 
a local area network interface for communicating with said local area network. 
However, in an analogous art. Pit discloses an access device in a home network 
providing Internet access to multiple users simultaneously. For small office networks, 
the access device provides multiple LAN options with multiple interfaces. For home 
office or telecommunicating, the access device provides VPN, separate fax and voice 
lines and bring PBX functions (paragraphs [0031-0032, 0038-0039, 0043, 0084]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Pit's at least a portion of said 
network is a wide area network, and wherein said home network device is an access 
point to said wide area network for a local area network disposed in a small office/home 
office (SOHO) environment and wherein said interface comprises a wide area network 
interface for communicating with said wide area network and a local area network 
interface for communicating with said local area network.in Jus's method In order to 
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provide Internet access to multiple users simultaneously over a single telephone line 
while retaining the benefit of bringing voice service to the home on the same telephone 
line as the Internet services (see Pit, paragraph [0038]). 

As per claim 22, Jus does not explicitly discloses the home network device of claim 21 , 
further comprising: 

a router for routing communication between hosts on said wide area network interface 
and local hosts on said local area network interface over said network connection. 
However, the use and advantages of a router for routing communication between hosts 
on said wide area network interface and local hosts on said local area network interface 
over said network connection is well-known to one of ordinary skill in the art as 
evidenced by Pit (Abstract, paragraphs [0043, 0046, 0056]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the Invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Pit's router routing 
communication between hosts on said wide area network interface and local hosts on 
said local area network interface over said network connection in Jus's method in order 
to provide high-speed internet access to PCs sharing a local network (see Pit, Abstract). 

As per claim 23, Jus, in view of Pit, discloses the home network device of claim 21 . 
Jus discloses further comprising: 

a modem for modulating and demodulating data on said physical data link (Jus teaches 
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in the IVIaGIC gateway/router there are two lines with one having a built in modem, 
paragraph [0393]). 

As per claim 28, Jus discloses a home network system, comprising: 
a modem for communicating with a wide area network via a physical data link (Jus 
teaches in the MaGIC gateway/router there are two lines with one having a built in 
modem, paragraph [0393]); 

a processor for determining status of a network connection on said physical data link 
(Jus teaches appliances and devices in the home connected via a MaGIC data link, a 
high-speed network connection for communication of digital audio data between 
devices. A network status module is provided at the device to provide indication of the 
status of the network connection to the device; paragraphs [0028, 0031,0415, 0423]); 
display circuitry for displaying a visual indicator indicative of said status of said network 
connection (Jus teaches an LED at the networked device to show the status of the 
network connection. A blue LED is activated if the network connection is active. If the 
connection is inactive, the LED is not activated. If the network is active, but the 
connection is incorrect, the LED will blink; paragraphs [0423, 0425]). 
Jus does not explicitly disclose: 

a router having a wide area network interface for communicating with said modem and 
a local area network interface for communicating with a local network. 
However, the use and advantages of a router for routing communication between hosts 
on said wide area network interface and local hosts on said local area network interface 
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over said networl^ connection is well-l^nown to one of ordinary sl<ill in the art as 
evidenced by Pit (Abstract, paragraphs [0043, 0046, 0056]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or Incorporate Pit's router routing 
communication between hosts on said wide area network interface and local hosts on 
said local area network interface over said network connection in Jus's method in order 
to provide high-speed internet access to PCs sharing a local network (see Pit, Abstract). 

As per claim 29, Jus does not explicitly discloses the home network system of claim 28, 
wherein said wide area network is in communication with the Internet, and wherein said 
router Is an access point to the Internet for said local network. 
However, in an analogous art. Pit teaches the router providing high-speed internet to a 
local network (Abstract, paragraphs [0031, 0038, 0043, 0046, 0056]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Pit's router routing 
communication between hosts on said wide area network interface and local hosts on 
said local area network interface over said network connection in Jus's method in order 
to provide high-speed internet access to PCs sharing a local network (see Pit, Abstract). 

As per claim 30, Jus, in view of Pit, discloses the home network system of claim 28. 
Jus further discloses wherein said display circuitry comprises at least one light emitting 
diode (LED) configured to display said visual indicator (Jus teaches an LED at the 
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networked device to show the status of the network connection. A blue LED is activated 
if the network connection is active. If the connection is inactive, the LED is not 
activated. If the network Is active, but the connection Is Incorrect, the LED will blink; 
paragraphs [0423, 0425]). 

7. Claims 5-6, 12, 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1) In view of 
Pitsoulakis (hereinafter "Pit", US Patent Publication 2003/0035471 A1) and in further 
view of McCosh et al. (hereinafter "McCosh", US Patent Publication 2003/020461 1 A1). 

As per claim 5, Jus, in view of Pit, discloses the method of claim 4. 
Jus, in view of Pit, does not explicitly disclose wherein said determining step comprises: 
sending an echo request over said network connection from said home network device 
to said host; and 

monitoring said network connection for an echo reply from said host in response to said 
echo request. 

However, in an analogous art, McCosh teaches a communication tester (home network 
device) used at a home or office to verify operational connectivity with the DHCP server. 
The tester sends an ICMP echo request packet to the device (host) on the network. 
The echo request requests the device (host) to retransmit the packet back to the test. 
The device (host) responds with the echo reply representing proper connectivity 
(paragraphs [0014. 0025, 0030-0032]). 
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Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or Incorporate McCosh's sending an echo 
request over said network connection from said home network device to said host and 
monitoring said network connection for an echo reply from said host in response to said 
echo request in Jus's method enabling verification of operational connectivity with the 
DHCP server and conveniently and efficiently verifying DHCP conductivity with a server 
system (see McCosh, paragraphs [0014-0015]). 

As per claim 6, Jus, in view of Pit, does not explicitly disclose the method of claim 5, 
wherein said network connection is implemented using a transmission control 
protocol/internet protocol (TCP/IP), and wherein said echo request is sent using an 
internet control message protocol (ICMP). 

However, in an analogous art, McCosh teaches the communication tester relates to 
testing devices enabling TCP/IP communication. The tester sends ICMP echo request 
packet (paragraphs [0002, 0025, 0030]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate McCosh's network connection 
is implemented using a transmission control protocol/internet protocol (tCP/IP), and 
wherein said echo request is sent using an internet control message protocol (ICMP) in 
Jus's method enabling verification of operational connectivity with the DHCP server and 
conveniently and efficiently verifying DHCP conductivity with a server system (see 
McCosh, paragraphs [0014-0015]). 
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As per claim 12, Jus, in view of Pit, discloses the metliod of claim 4, wherein said step 
of determining comprises: 

monitoring data traffic between said home network device and said host over said 
network connection (Pit teaches an access device (home network device) monitoring its 
connection with Ethernet hubs, DSL lines, etc; paragraphs [0038-0039, 0083-0084]). 
Jus, in view of Pit, does not explicitly disclose: 

in response to absence of said data traffic, sending an echo request over said network 
connection from said home network device to said host; and 

in response to said echo request, monitoring said network connection for an echo reply 
from said host. 

However, in an analogous art, McCosh teaches the communication tester relates to 
testing devices enabling TCP/IP communication. The tester sends ICMP echo request 
packet and receives echo reply packets (paragraphs [0002, 0025, 0030]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate McCosh's sending an echo 
request over said network connection from said home network device to said host and 
in response to said echo request, monitoring said network connection for an echo reply 
from said host in Jus's method enabling verification of operational connectivity with the 
DHCP server and conveniently and efficiently verifying DHCP conductivity with a server 
system (see McCosh, paragraphs [0014-0015]). 
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As per claim 27, Jus discloses the computer readable carrier of claim 26. 
Jus, in view of Pit, discloses wherein at least a portion of said network is a wide area 
network, wherein said home network device is an access point to said wide area 
network for a local area network disposed in a small office/home office (SOHO) 
environment, said network connection facilitating communication between said home 
network device and a host on said wide area network (Pit discloses an access device in 
a home network providing Internet access to multiple users simultaneously. For small 
office networks, the access device provides multiple LAN options with multiple 
interfaces. For home office or telecommunicating, the access device provides VPN, 
separate fax and voice lines and bring PBX functions (paragraphs [0031-0032, 0038- 
0039, 0084]). 

Jus, in view of Pit, does not explicitly disclose wherein said detemnining step comprises: 
sending an echo request over said network connection from said home network device 
to said host; and 

monitoring said network connection for an echo reply from said host in response to said 
echo request. 

However, in an analogous art, McCosh teaches a communication tester (home network 
device) used at a home or office to verify operational connectivity with the DHCP server. 
The tester sends an ICMP echo request packet to the device (host) on the network. 
The echo request requests the device (host) to retransmit the packet back to the test. 
The device (host) responds with the echo reply representing proper connectivity 
(paragraphs [0014, 0025, 0030-0032]). 
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Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate McCosh's sending an echo 
request over said-network connection from said home network device to said host and 
monitoring said network connection for an echo reply from said host in response to said 
echo request in Jus's method enabling verification of operational connectivity with the 
DHCP server and conveniently and efficiently verifying DHCP conductivity with a server 
system (see McCosh, paragraphs [0014-0015]). 

8. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1) in view of 
Pitsoulakis (hereinafter "Pit", US Patent Publication 2003/0035471 A1) in further view of 
IVIcCosh etal. (hereinafter "McCosh", US Patent Publication 2003/0204611 A1) and in 
further view of Lamberton et al. (hereinafter "Lamb", US Patent Publication 
2002/0091813 A1). 

As per claim 7, Jus, in view of Pit and McCosh, discloses the method of claim 5. 
Jus, in view of Pit and McCosh, does not explicitly disclose further comprising 
periodically repeating said step of sending an echo request. 

However, in an analogous art. Lamb teaches regularly polling devices over IP networks 
by issuing a so called PING command to the device that must be polled by performing 
an ICMP echo request, echo reply test (paragraph [0016]). 
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Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found It obvious to Implement or incorporate Lamb's periodically repeating 
the step of sending an echo request In Jus's method in order to prove that the 
corresponding device Is indeed still connected (see Lamb, paragraph [0016]). 

9. Claims 8, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1) In view of 
Pitsoulakis (hereinafter "Pit", US Patent Publication 2003/0035471 A1) in view of 
McCosh et al. (hereinafter "McCosh", US Patent Publication 2003/020461 1 A1) and In 
further view of Beser et al. (hereinafter "Beser", US Patent 6,754,622 B1). 

As per claim 8, Jus, in view of Pit and McCosh, discloses the method of claim 5 wherein 
said visual indicator is displayed in a first format In response to presence of said echo 
reply (McCosh teaches the communication tester receiving the echo reply and the 
display of the tester is updated to indicate proper communication; see McCosh, 
paragraph [0031]). 

Jus, in view of Pit and McCosh, does not explicitly disclose wherein said visual indicator 
Is displayed In a second format in response to absence of said echo reply. 
However, in an analogous art, Beser teaches the output of the PING being a message 
indicating that an IMCP echo request timed out when the utility detected no IMCP echo 
reply message (column 29, lines 37-41). 
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Therefore, one of ordinary sl^ill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Beser's visual indicator is 
displayed in a second format in response to absence of said echo reply in Jus's method 
indicating that the utility detected no echo reply (see Beser, column 29, lines 39-41). 

As per claim 13, Jus, in view of Pit and McCosh, discloses the method of claim 12, 
wherein said visual indicator is displayed in a first format in response to presence of at 
least one of said data traffic and said echo reply (McCosh teaches the communication 
tester receiving the echo reply and the display of the tester is updated to indicate proper 
communication; see McCosh, paragraph [0031]). 

Jus, in view of Pit and McCosh, does not explicitly disclose wherein said visual indicator 
is displayed in a second format in response to absence of both said data traffic and said 
echo reply. 

However, in an analogous art, Beser teaches the output of the PING being a message 
indicating that an IMCP echo request timed out when the utility detected no IMCP echo 
reply message (column 29, lines 37-41). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or Incorporate Beser's visual indicator is 
displayed in a second format in response to absence of both said data traffic and echo 
reply in Jus's method indicating that the utility detected no echo reply (see Beser, 
column 29, lines 39-41). 
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10. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1) in view of 
Pitsoulakis (hereinafter "Pit", US Patent Publication 2003/0035471 A1) in view of 
McCosh et al. (hereinafter "McCosh", US Patent Publication 2003/020461 1 A1) and in 
further view of Franke et al. (hereinafter Tranke", US Patent 6,507.869 B1). 

As per claim 9, Jus, in view of Pit and McCosh discloses the method of claim 5. 
Jus, in view of Pit and McCosh, does not explicitly disclose wherein said network 
connection facilitates communication between said home network device and another 
host on said wide area network, and wherein said determining step further comprises: 
in response to absence of said echo reply, sending another echo request over said 
network connection from said home network device to said other host; and 
monitoring said network connection for another echo reply from said other host in 
response to said other echo request. 

However, in an analogous art, Franke teaches sending an echo request to one or more 
host devices. If no reply is received, the echo request is reissued. A reply is waited on 
from the device (column 8, lines 16-30). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Franke's in response to 
absence of said echo reply, sending another echo request over said network connection 
from said home network device to said other host and monitoring said network 
connection for another echo reply from said other host in response to said other echo 
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request in Jus's method in order for an asset tracking system to discover the list of 
active hosts and their physical location (see Franke, column 8, lines 13-15). 

1 1 . Claim 1 0 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1) in view of 
Pitsoulakis (hereinafter "Pit", US Patent Publication 2003/0035471 A1) in view of 
McCosh et al. (hereinafter "McCosh", US Patent Publication 2003/020461 1 A1) in 
further view of Franke et al. (hereinafter "Franke", US Patent 6,507,869 B1) and in 
further view of Beser et al. (hereinafter "Beser", US Patent 6,754,622 B1). 

As per claim 10, Jus, in view of Pit, McCosh, and Franke, discloses the method of claim 
9, wherein said visual indicator is displayed in a first format in response to presence of 
at least one of said echo reply and said other echo reply (McCosh teaches the 
communication tester receiving the echo reply and the display of the tester is updated to 
indicate proper communication; see McCosh, paragraph [0031]). 
Jus, in view of Pit, McCosh, and Franke, does not explicitly disclose wherein said visual 
indicator is displayed in a second format in response absence of both of said echo reply 
and said other echo reply. 

However, in an analogous art, Beser teaches the output of the PING being a message 
indicating that an IMCP echo request timed out when the utility detected no IMCP echo 
reply message (column 29, lines 37-41). 
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Therefore, one of ordinary skill in tlie art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Beser's visual indicator is 
displayed in a second format in response to absence of said echo reply in Jus's method 
indicating that the utility detected no echo reply (see Beser, column 29, lines 39-41). 

12. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1) in view of 
Pitsoulakis (hereinafter "Pit", US Patent Publication 2003/0035471 A1) in view of 
McCosh et al. (hereinafter "McCosh", US Patent Publication 2003/020461 1 A1) in 
further view of Franke et al. (hereinafter "Franke", US Patent 6,507,869 B1) and in 
further view of Cox (US Patent Publication 2004/0093619 Al). 

As per claim 1 1 , Jus, in view of Pit, McCosh, and Franke, does not explicitly disclose 
the method of claim 9, wherein said host comprises one of an internet gateway and a 
domain name server (DNS), and said other host comprises the other of said internet 
gateway and said DNS. 

However, Cox teaches checking the connectivity of Internet Gateway using the ping 
method (paragraphs [0067-0069]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Cox's host comprises one of 
an internet gateway and a domain name server (DNS), and said other host comprises 
the other of said internet gateway and said DNS in Jus's method to perform connectivity 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/698. 1 86 Page 23 

Art Unit: 2157 

checks on the Internet Gateway and perform corrective measures if a failure flag is set 
(see Cox, paragraph [0070]). 

13. Claims 17-18, 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Juszkiewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1) in view of 
Shen et al. (hereinafter "Shen", US Patent Publication 2004/0139170 A1). 

As per claim 17, Jus discloses the method of claim 1 . 

Jus does not explicitly disclose wherein said home network device Includes at least one 

web page stored therein, and wherein step of generating comprises: 

configuring said at least one web page to display said visual indicator. 

However, in an analogous art, Shen teaches maintaining a status webpage generated 

by the access device. An indicator of the WAN status connection is integrated into the 

status webpage (paragraphs [0090, 0125]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Shen's configuring said at least 
one web page to display said visual indicator in Jus's method indicating whether the 
WAN connection is either active or inactive (see Shen, paragraph [0125]). 

As per claim 18, Jus does not explicitly disclose the method of claim 17, wherein said 
visual indicator is defined by at least one of a graphical attribute, a textual attribute, and 
a static/dynamic attribute. 
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However, in an analogous art, Shen teaclies a pictorial representation of the webpage 
that indicates the status of the network connection (paragraphs [0125-0129], Figures 
16-17). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Shen's visual indicator is 
defined by at least one of a graphical attribute, a textual attribute, and a static/dynamic 
attribute in Jus's method indicating whether the WAN connection is either active or 
inactive (see Shen, paragraph [0125]). 

As per claim 25, Jus discloses the home network device of claim 20. 
Jus does not explicitly disclose further comprising: 
a memory for storing at least one web page; 

wherein said processor is further configured to process said at least one web page to 
implement said visual indicator thereon. 

However, in an analogous art, Shen teaches maintaining a status webpage generated 
by the access device. An Indicator of the WAN status connection is integrated into the 
status webpage (paragraphs [0090, 0125]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Shen's configuring said at least 
one web page to display said visual indicator In Jus's method indicating whether the 
WAN connection is either active or inactive (see Shen, paragraph [0125]). . 
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14. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Juszklewicz (hereinafter "Jus", US Patent Publication 2005/0027888 A1) in view of 
Miesbauer et al. (hereinafter "Mies", US Patent 6,760,767 B1). 

As per claim 19, Jus discloses the method of claim 1 . 

Jus does not explicitly disclose wherein said step of generating comprises: 

creating an electronic message for transmission to a computer to display said visual 

indicator. 

However, in an analogous art, Mies teaches providing a connectivity report and status 
report indicating whether valid connectivity was achieved. These reports in the form of 
email notifications (column 9, lines 1-22). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
found it obvious to implement or incorporate Mies's creating an electronic message for 
transmission to a computer to display said visual indicator in Jus's method indicating the 
status of the checkout and instructing the user/field engineer as to what should be done 
(see Mies, column 9, lines 12-15). 




